Fatal peritonitis caused by Rhizopus microsporus.
A 52-year-old woman with a history of Crohn's disease was admitted due to peritonitis which followed an intestinal perforation. After transitory treatment with voriconazole, resolution of the infection was complicated by recurring peritonitis resulting from necrosis and perforation of the left colon which ultimately lead to the death of the patient. Microscopic examination of the peritoneal fluid revealed the presence of broad, irregular hyphae and culture of the fluid yielded Rhizopus microsporus. The identification of the fungus was confirmed by its characteristic microscopic morphology and sequencing of the ITS region of the rDNA. The histopathologic examination of the colon tissue demonstrated the presence of broad, non-septate hyphae and the same fungus was again isolated in culture.